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SPRING FIELD REPORT, March-May 2007 
Compiled by W. Ross SHcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 
INTRODUCTION 
Vol. 75 No, 2 
Extremes of weather conditions and resulting variation in water conditions 
were noteworthy this spring. The west was very dry, but the Rainwater Basin had 
ample rains resulting in excellent breeding conditions for various waterbirds, notably 
Eared Grebe and American Coot. Shorebird numbers were unremarkable, although 
there was plenty of variation between species. Indeed, Dunlin, with record numbers, 
and Ruddy Tumstones were numerous. Arrival dates were pushing early, but not 
record early. Species earlier than average were American Golden-Plover, Mountain 
Plover, Black-necked Stilt, White-rumped Sandpiper, and Stilt Sandpiper. 
Increasingly associated with wetlands, albeit unrelated to water levels, Greater 
Prairie-Chicken continued to use grassy margins of wetlands in the Rainwater Basin 
for lek sites. Leks were also noted in agricultural fields. Use of these habitats 
suggests ability to adapt and bodes well for the future of this species in southeast 
Nebraska, where it is also doing very well in its traditional native grassland habitats. 
Red-shouldered Hawks are being reported away from the traditional breeding 
site at Fontenelle Forest, the only site known in the state. Other species continuing 
range expansions and increasing in numbers are Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, Carolina 
Wren, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, and Summer Tanager. 
It was a fun spring for rarity-seekers, with a putative first state record Zone--
tailed Hawk, one of fewer than 5 records on the Great Plains north of the breeding 
range, a state 7th record Curve-billed Thrasher, found, appropriately, by the state's 
Non-game Bird Program Manager, and a 9th state record 13olden-crowned Sparrow. 
Lesser highlights, but still major zooties, were Common Crane, Prairie Warbler, 
Connecticut Warbler, and Cape May Warbler. 
ABBREVIATIONS 
ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Nebraska City; 
BOL: Branched Oak L SRA, Lancaster Co; 
Cem: Cemetery; 
FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co; 
GPD: Gavins Point Dam, CedarlKnox Cos; 
HCR: Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co; 
ICSP: Indian Cave SP, NemahalRichardson Cos; 
L: Lake; 
LM: L McConaughy SRA, Keith Co; 
LNB: Lakes North and Babcock, Platte Co; 
LO: L Ogallala SRA, Keith Co; 
m.ob.: many observers; 
NC: Nature Center; 
NOURC: Nebraska Ornithologists' Union Records Committee; 
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NWR: National Wildlife Refuge; 
PL: Pawnee L SRA, Lancaster Co; 
Res: Reservoir; 
R WB: Rainwater Basin; eastern R WB mostly Fillmore, Clay and surrounding 
counties, western R WB mostly Phelps Co; 
SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co; 
SHP: State Historical Park; 
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s); 
SP: State Park; 
SRA: State Recreation Area; 
WMA: Wildlife Management Area (State); 
WPA: Waterfowl Production Area (Federal); 
WSR: Wind Springs Ranch, s. Sioux Co. 
GAZETTEER: 
Boyer Chute: NWR, Washington Co; 
HaNard Marsh: WPA, Clay Co; 
Jack Sinn: Memorial WMA, Lancaster and Saunders Cos; 
Kiowa: WMA, Scotts Bluff Co; 
Rowe Sanctuary: Lillian Annette Rowe Bird Sanctuary, Buffalo Co; 
Sandhills: large area of sand prairie and wetlands in central Nebraska; 
Tamora: WMA, Seward Co; 
Valentine NWR: Cherry Co; 
Waco-Spikerush: Waco WPA and Spikerush WMA, York Co; 
OBSERVERS 
AD: Ann Olley, Scottsbluff; 
AEK: Allen E. Kurth, Bellevue; 
AG: Alan Grenon, Seattle, W A; 
AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering; 
ARy: Allen Reyer, Bellevue; 
B&DW: Bruce and Donna Walgren, Casper, WY; 
BFH: BUI F. Huser, South Sioux City; 
BG: Betty Orenon, Bellevue; 
BH: Brian Hula, Bellevue; 
BN; Brent Nelson, Scottsbluff; 
CB: Charles Brown, Tulsa, OK; 
CH: Carolyn Hall, Bassett; 
CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue; 
CWH: C.W. Huntley, Ogallala; 
D&CN: Don and Colleen Noecker, Albion; 
D&JP: Don and Jan Paseka, Ames; 
DE: Dave Ely, Salem, MA; 
DK: Dan Kim, Wood River; 
OSt: Dave Stage, Elkhorn; 
EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue; 
G&WH: Glen and Wanda Hoge, Alma; 
OW: Gordon Warrick, Blair; 
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HKH: Helen K. Hughso~ Mitchell; 
JED: James E. Ducey, Lincoln; 
IF: John Flavin. Chadron; 
JG: Joseph Gubanyi, Seward; 
JGr: Jonas Grundman, Omaha; 
JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen. Lincoln; 
JJ: Jan Johnso~ Wakefield; 
JLL: Jeanine L. Lackey. Raymond; 
JM: Jeanne Miller, Bennington; 
IP: Jerry Probst, Sioux City, IA; 
JR: Justin Rink, Omaha; 
JSt: Jon Strong. Omaha; 
JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha; 
JWH: John W. Hall. Omaha; 
KD: Kathy DeLara. Mitchell; 
KP: Kevin Poague. Lincoln; 
KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney; 
L&BP: Loren and Babs Padelford. Bellevue; 
L&CF: Laurence and Carol Falk. Nebraska City; 
LB: Laurel Badura. Kearney; 
LE: Larry Einemann. Lincoln; 
LR: Lanny Randolph. Gibbon; 
LS: Larry Snyder. Kimball; 
MB: Mark Brogie. Creighton; 
MUs: Moni Usasz. Lincoln; 
NF: Nelli Falzgraf. Bellevue; 
NP: Neva Pruess. Lincoln; 
PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings; 
PH: Pat Heller. Louisville. CO; 
PS: Phil Swanso~ Papillion; 
RB: Roland Barth. Bellevue; 
RD: Roger Dietrich, yankton, SD; 
RE: Rick Eades, Lincoln; 
RH: Robin Harding. Gibbon; 
RHe: Renae Held, Lincoln. NE; 
RS: Rick Schmid. Bellevue; 
RW: Rick Wright, Tucso~ AZ; 
SB: Steve Brown, Colorado Springs, CO; 
SK: Sarah Knutie, Tulsa. OK; 
SR: Sarah Rehme, Seward; 
ST: Scott Taylor. Lincoln; 
TB: Tom Bloom, Apple Valley. MN; 
TF: Tim Fennell, Round Rock, TX; 
TH: Tim Hajda, Broken Bow; 
TJW: T.1. Walker, Brady; 
TM: Tracy Morfeld, Valley; 
TP: Theresa Pester, Walton; 
TS: Tom Stehn. Austwell, TX; 
VOB: Valerie O'Brien, Tulsa, OK; 
WF: William Flack. Madison; 
WM: Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland; 
WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA. 
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